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King Ludwig (Louis) I of Bavaria
• Opposed his father’s support 
for Napoleon, who had closed 
monasteries and convents all 
over Europe
• Re-opened Catholic  
monasteries, including Metten
• Supported the Church’s mission 
efforts in America
Trivia: His 1810 wedding was the 
first Oktoberfest
Worship & Work, p.5 
King Ludwig I of Bavaria
financed Boniface Wimmer
Ludwig’s castle
Boniface Wimmer, founder of the Benedictine order in the U.S. 
First stop: Pennsylvania. 
St. Vincent’s Parish, Latrobe
St. Vincent’s – the first Benedictine monastery 
in the U. S. 

Five years after St. Vincent’s was established 
there were 100 monks.

St. Vincent’s

Wimmer died in 1887
• First Benedictine monastery in North 
America
• First modern Benedictine monastery 
whose monks were predominantly 
lay brothers
• First "irremovable" pastor in the U.S. 
Oetgen, Jerome.  An American Abbot: Boniface Wimmer, 
O.S.B. 1809-1887.  Catholic University Press, 1996, p. 200
Boniface Wimmer’s “firsts” for the Benedictines 
Fr. Francis Pierz, missionary
1785-1880
Bishop Joseph Cretin 
invited the Benedictines 
to Minnesota
Boniface sent five monks west.  

NORTH STAR, the riverboat which brought 
the Benedictine sisters to St. Cloud.
Saint Cloud Priory, 1856, drawn by one of the 
first students, Henry Emmel. 
The 
beginnings of 
Saint John’s in 
St. Cloud 
by pioneer 
monk 
Bruno 
Riess, 
OSB


Worship & Work, p. 46
Father Cornelius 
Wittmann, OSB, 
opened the first 
school within the 
present boundaries 
of Stearns county.  
Photo from Worship & Work, p. 38d
The first school was in a small frame building 
owned by Joseph Edelbrock.
History of Stearns County, v. 2, p. 1343
He later became Abbot Alexius Edelbrock, OSB
Anthony Edelbrock was in its first class. 
The St. Cloud Priory
on the Mississippi -
the “Rothkopf Claim”
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St. Louis Street
College Street
Boniface Street
Bavaria Street
The St. Cloud Priory
on the Mississippi -
the “Rothkopf Claim”
1856-66
1856-66
“St. John’s College.  Near St.
Cloud – Print from wood
cut made by H. Emmel – student
of said College.”
1856-66
Monastery    
College Chapel
Worship & Work, p. 83

Worship & Work, p. 58-59
St. John's Seminary was opened at the 
Rothkopp claims on 10 November 1857. 
The beginnings could scarcely have been 
more humble…
Worship & Work p. 57 
The curriculum was that of a liberal arts 
Latin school with instruction in history, 
English, German, Latin, Greek, astronomy, 
rhetoric, and mathematics. 
The regulations were read to us. 
We had to:
• rise at 5:00 
• say our morning prayers 
• attend daily Mass 
• study until 7:00 breakfast, i.e. a cup of 
coffee - if such it could be called - and 
dry bread, no butter or molasses or 
sugar there 
• after breakfast, free for one half hour 
The regulations were read to us. 
We had to:
• rise at 5:00 
• say our morning prayers 
• attend daily Mass 
• study until 7:00 breakfast, i.e. a cup of 
coffee - if such it could be called - and 
dry bread, no butter or molasses or 
sugar there 
• after breakfast, free for one half hour 
• 8:00-11:00 classes 
• then dinner: a watery black soup with 
plenty of bread in it… after soup came 
potatoes and meat - never more than 
one kind - then bread; our drink was 
water. 
• after dinner, free time until 1:00, then 
classes resumed. 
• At 3:00 we received a piece of dry 
bread. This, with fresh water, was 
relished with a gusto 
• from 4 to 6:00 we had to study, 
• at 6:00, supper; the first dish was again 
the indispensable soup 
• At 3:00 we received a piece of dry 
bread. This, with fresh water, was 
relished with a gusto 
• from 4 to 6:00 we had to study, 
• at 6:00, supper; the first dish was again 
the indispensable soup 
• from 7:30 to 8:30 study time, then 
• night prayers and to bed 
• after night prayers silence reigned 
supreme, no talking whatever was 
allowed.  
Boniface Wimmer, 
Abbot of St. Vincent’s
An account by Fr. Bruno Riss (Riess)

Bruno Riess, OSB, 1829-1900
Military Bounty 
Land Warrant 
Vol. 183 p. 25
Saint Cloud
Prior Benedict Haindl
Saint Cloud                                   Saint Joseph
Saint Cloud                                   Indianbush
1858
1859
1864
Saint Joseph
Chronology
170 years ago:
1846: Monks leave Metten, Germany
and go to Latrobe, to St. Vincent’s
160 years ago:
1856: Monks arrive in St. Cloud
1864: Monks move to “Indianbush”
150 years ago:
1866: Monks move to “Lake St. Louis”
Saint John’s in the Indian Bush, 1864-1867
Letter from Br. Wolfgang Beck to Munich Archbishop
150 years ago 
the monks left “Indianbush”… 
but where was it??
Text from a 1923 St. Cloud Times article by Alexius Hoffmann OSB
“The Fathers had secured land at and near the 
present site of Collegeville, twelve miles west of St. Cloud.”
“Several lay brothers were set to work clearing the land and a small 
monastery was built about one quarter of a mile west of Collegeville station.”
1874 Illustrated Historical Atlas of the State of Minnesota –Stearns County, p. 155
“Prior Benedict had 
himself chosen the site 
on which the monastery 
stood … – section 31 of 
the township of St. 
Wendel (also called St. 
Wendall on maps)...”
31
1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota – shows the section numbers
“Prior Benedict had 
himself chosen the site 
on which the monastery 
stood … – section 31 of 
the township of St. 
Wendel (also called St. 
Wendall on maps)...”
1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota
1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota
1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota
From Worship & Work, p. 62:
“[In 1864] the third transfer was made and operations 
were resumed in the heart of the Indian Bush, a short 
distance from the present Collegeville station. There 
was no railway line west of the Mississippi at the time.”
Saint John's University, Collegeville, Minnesota: A Sketch 
of Its History, 1857-1907  by Alexius Hoffmann, OSB
“Here Father Benedict Haindl had caused a house to 
be built five years before.  It was too small for the 
community, and a more pretentious frame building, 
also a neat little chapel had been built.” 

1 furlong = 1/8th mile (660 feet)
Saint John’s in the Indian Bush, 1864-1867
Drawing by Alexius 
Hoffmann, OSB.
Text from Worship & Work, p. 
530 
Drawing by Alexius Hoffmann, OSB.
Text from Worship & Work, p. 530 
Saint John’s in the Indian Bush, 1864-1867

Worship 
& Work 
p.82

A footnote in Whitaker’s 1954 Scriptorium article
*
* i.e. he came in 1885
• “About half a mile west of what is now Collegeville Station” 
(Hoffmann, 1923, St. Cloud Times)
• “About one quarter of a mile west of Collegeville Station” 
(Hoffmann, 1907, pencil notes)
• “One furlong [1/8 mile, 660 feet] south west from 
Collegeville RR station” (Hoffmann to Moosmueller, 1939)
• “1000 feet SW of the Diekmann house and about 350 feet 
West of the Collegeville road” (Whitacker, 1954)
So…where was it??
1/2 mile W
1/4 mile W
1/8 mile SW1000 feet SW, 350 W 
“The frame house and chapel 
were taken apart
and transported to the new site.”
Diekmann House 
(Collegeville Station)

Indianbush!
ca. 1874
1874 Atlas
1896 Plat Map

Trivia:  St. Louis on the Lake was the only feature at St. John’s named 
after a big donor until the Warner Palaestra was built in 1973.
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1896 Plat Book of Stearns County, Minnesota
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